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18 VAC 125-20 — Regulations Governing the Practice of Psychology
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Summary of the Proposed Amendments to Regulation

The Board of psychology proposes 1) to start accepting pre-internship supervised
professional experience in lieu of all or part of the post-doctoral residenepntturequired for
licensure by examination, 2) to reduce the required experience in anothéosta2® to 10
years for licensure by endorsement, 3) to require malpractice and degiglistory reports for
licensure by endorsement, 4) to extend the prohibition on sexual intimaciedievita from two

years to five years, and 5) to clarify several other requirements.

Result of Analysis

The benefits likely exceed the costs for all proposed changes.

Estimated Economic Impact

The Board of Psychology proposes to start accepting pre-internship supervised
professional experience in lieu of all or part of the post-doctoral residenenttyrequired.
Currently, applicants are required to complete 1,500 hours of post-doctoral resmrency f
licensure. According to the Department of Health Professions (DHP), miolentsshave to pay
a supervisor $50 to $60 per hour for supervision. The proposed changes will allow apmicants t
count the hours of their pre-internship experience that meet certain stamdedsf the hours

of post-doctoral experience.

According to DHP, all of the applicants will be able to count at least someioptee
doctoral experience toward the 1,500 hours required for residency. Thus, the proposed change
will reduce the compliance costs for applicants in terms of the number of holesdwathout
compensation and the fees paid for supervision. It will also allow an applicant to olitaimsa

and began providing clinical services after completing a doctorate sooner aslitney have to
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wait the additional time to complete the 1,500 hours in a residency. AccordingRotibdboard
is confident that the standards for the pre-internship supervised professiomerexgthat can

be accepted will ensure that a licensee would be qualified to provide clinidakserith safety
and competency.

The proposed changes will also reduce the required experience in anotheosi&e fo
10 years for licensure by endorsement. The number of years of expenemogher state is one
of the several options an applicant may use to demonstrate competency for libgnsure
endorsement. According to DHP, it is also possible to assure minimum compist@ugh
documentation of having the appropriate degree, passage of the national examinagosea |
in good standing with practice in another U. S. jurisdiction, and malpractice andidégipl
history as evidence that the applicant has not committed acts that would be cdisgfimne in
Virginia. Thus, a requirement for lengthy practice in another state is ni¢ché® ensure
competency for clients receiving services by an endorsement applibenthange will make it
slightly easier to obtain licensure by endorsement and reduce the costatedstmtumenting

an additional 10 years of experience.

Another proposed change will require submission of current reports form the Healthca
Integrity and Protection Data Bank and the National Practitioner DatafBan the applicants
for licensure by endorsement. These reports will be used to ensure thatrapgiem other
states do not have a significant malpractice and disciplinary history. AegacdDHP, both
reports are produced together at a cost of $16. Thus, this change will introduce adaistsal

on the applicants for licensure by endorsement.

The remaining proposed changes will extend the prohibition on sexual intimaities wi
clients from two years to five years and clarify several other reqaines. These changes are not
expected to have a significant economic effect, but are expected to improveféssipnal

standards and the clarity of the regulations.

Businesses and Entities Affected

The proposed regulations will affect psychologists wishing to obtain licensure by
examination and by endorsement. In 2009, there were approximately 125 people ligensed b

examination and about 35 people licensed by endorsement.
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Localities Particularly Affected

The proposed regulations apply throughout the Commonwealth.

Projected Impact on Employment
The proposed change on accepting pre-internship supervised professional experience
lieu of all or part of the post-doctoral residency will allow graduatesatb [mtacticing sooner.

This is expected to increase the supply of psychologists in Virginia.

On the other hand, the new graduates will no longer need the supervisory services of the

experienced professionals reducing the demand for supervisory services.

The proposed changes will also make it slightly easier to obtain licenserelbygsement
as the applicants will now be required to document only 10 years of out-of-stateegpeTihis

change could have a positive impact on the supply of psychologists as well.

Effects on the Use and Value of Private Property

The counting of the pre-internship supervised professional experience andgetacin
out-of-state experience are expected to reduce the compliance costeiaibdite to the asset
values of the businesses providing these services. On the other hand, the cost of dinaladditi
reports malpractice and disciplinary history reports for licensureatdgreement would add

slightly to the costs and balance some of the positive impact on the asssgt value

Small Businesses: Costs and Other Effects

Since clinical psychologists work in private and public settings it is not known how man
small businesses might be affected. However, the effects on the smalkbasin@uld be the

same effects discussed above.

Small Businesses: Alternative Method that Minimizes Adverse Impact

The only change that may have an additional cost on small businesse®@uihEment

for malpractice and disciplinary history reports from licensure by endordeapplicants.

Real Estate Development Costs

No significant effect on real estate development costs is expected.
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Legal Mandate
The Department of Planning and Budget (DPB) has analyzed the economit ofripac

proposed regulation in accordance with Section 2.2-4007.H of the Administrative Fxotess

and Executive Order Number 107 (09). Section 2.2-4007.H requires that such economic impact
analyses include, but need not be limited to, the projected number of businesses or odger entit
to whom the regulation would apply, the identity of any localities and types of besrass

other entities particularly affected, the projected number of persons and eraptgyositions to

be affected, the projected costs to affected businesses or entities toempdermomply with the
regulation, and the impact on the use and value of private property. Further, if the proposed
regulation has adverse effect on small businesses, Section 2.2-4007.H requaweshthat
economic impact analyses include (i) an identification and estimate of the moinsioeall
businesses subject to the regulation; (ii) the projected reporting, recortkesmd other
administrative costs required for small businesses to comply with thetreguiacluding the

type of professional skills necessary for preparing required reports and othereths; (iii) a
statement of the probable effect of the regulation on affected small busjraesbés) a

description of any less intrusive or less costly alternative methods ofiachibe purpose of the
regulation. The analysis presented above represents DPB’s besteesfithase economic

impacts.
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